8o                    A Short History of the Middle East
Encouraged by their success, Mohammed All and Ibrahim
pressed on with their ambitious schemes for uniting the whole of
the Arab lands under their rule. While the Pasha encouraged the
British in developing once more the Mediterranean-Red Sea
route to India, this time using the first paddle-steamers which re-
duced the voyage from London to Bombay from four months to
six weeks, Ibrahim was less favourably disposed to a British experi-
ment in 1835-6 at steamship-navigation on the Euphrates, as being
liable to limit his expansion south-eastwards from Syria. The
Foreign Office suspected that this obstruction was not uncon-
nected with Russian intrigues, and the French Consul at Basra had
also attempted the physical sabotage of the Euphrates expedition.1
When in the following years the Pasha's ambitions brought him
into political and military contact with the Arab sheikhdoms of
the Persian Gulf and with Southern Arabia respectively, regions in
which the East India Co. had been steadily consolidating its
commercial and strategic position since the Napoleonic Wars,
Palmerston's response was swift. He warned the Pasha off any
encroachment on the Turkish pashaliq of Baghdad and declared
that 'H.M. Government could not view with indifference any
advance by Mohammed Ali towards Baghdad and the Gulf/ In
1839 Britain acquired the ancient and decayed port of Aden in the
teeth of a drive by Mohammed Ali into the Yemen, and suggested
that he should withdraw his troops, with the menace that any
attempt on Aden would be regarded as an attack on a British
possession.2
In the same year the Ottoman Sultan, whose army had been
trained by the rising young Prussian officer Von Moltke, invaded
Syria with the intention of avenging the humiliation of the First
Syrian War and crushing his rebellious subject; but Ibrahim's
French-trained forces decisively defeated them, and the Ottoman
fleet deserted to Alexandria. The Ottoman Empire lay at the mercy
of Mohammed Ali, who continued to enjoy French support. But
by this time Palmerston, who was simultaneously engaged in the
First Afghan War in an attempt to check Russian intrigues in that
country, had become convinced that Mohammed Ali was acting
in the interests of Russia; and he decided that the only way to
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